COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY MAY 10th 2016 AT 8.00pm (following AGM)
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




Cllr W Bellin
T Cook
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
 Cllr C Roach, Cllr H Maclehose and Jonathan Finch (Redrow representative).

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. UPDATE FROM REDROW REPRESENTATIVE
The Chair explained that Mr Jonathan Finch, the site manager from Redrow had sent his apologies as there was a family illness.  However the Chair thought it would be useful to discuss any Redrow related issues now and the Clerk could then write to Mr Finch for a response. 
The Chair began by explaining that there had been a change to the heating method for the development and there would now be underground gas tanks used.  The Council wished to be informed of the details of these e.g. depth, access, siting, size, ground finish, capacity etc. 

As these tanks were also outside the original planning, then the Council also wanted to query with the planning department that they had received a variation of planning and that these had been approved. 

AP Clerk to speak to VoG Planning department
In regard to the LDP alternative site proposal that had caused much concern in the village, the Chair explained that this was not a planning application however the Council agreed that if any such application was put forward this Council would oppose and that some members of the Council were already holding a strategy meeting with a planning consultant about this. 
The Chair had received a report from a Mr Gareth Davies of Pantiles, who had previously contacted Redrow regarding his drive.  Mr Davies was currently having difficulty pulling out from his drive and so wondered if Redrow would provide him with a mirror?  Mr Davies had also received verbal agreement that they would repair his drive when the development was finished however he wondered if he could receive these assurances in writing. 

The issue had been raised with the Chair that the s106 agreement for public art had indicated that the art needed to be within the site.  The Council wished to ask Tracy Harding the VoG Public Art officer if Redrow could liaise and negotiate with her so that the money could be spent outside the site. 
AP Clerk to contact Ms Harding

There had been previous complaints to Mr Finch that residents had heard bad language used at the site, and were concerned about this especially given its proximity the school.  The Council were informed that Mr Finch was dealing with this and disciplinary action had been taken against offenders. 
The Chair reported that the bench in the Maes y Bryn Car Park had been repaired by Redrow as Mr Finch had offered to do in the last meeting. 

AP Clerk to write to Mr Finch with issues discussed above
4. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 

The PCSO had reported to the Clerk that several sheep at Pwll y Wrach farm were killed by lampers and their dogs.  
He was planning on getting some public information in the local press regarding lamping. 

5. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING

There were two members of the public present and the following issues were raised:-
There were concerns over the pond being built on the development which he believed would cause serious back pressure and a problem with run off.  He believed that there is a need to look at this from an engineering point of view. 

The Chair explained that both the Council and their consultants had said to the VoG that this method would cause problems, so if flooding did occur then there would be a case where the VoG and Redrow would be liable. 

The member of the public also felt that the Council needs to respond quickly to let the Community know what is happening with the development so that any incorrect information can be dealt with.  He felt that otherwise there may be a situation where members of the Community were being counterproductive to the real representation the Council were making. 

The Chair understands people’s frustration but insisted that the Council would keep doing what they were doing and do it properly.  He is happy to continue to provide updates through the newsletters and the Council website but did not believe there was any benefit in holding public meetings. 
The member of the public also confirmed he had sent a portfolio of issues from the development to Alun Cairns and was waiting to hear back.  He believed that Mr Cairns could be influential in terms of the service organisations in particular. He agreed to pass on the portfolio to the Clerk. 
6. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas had no matters to report other than it was the AGM the following evening.  
7. PLANNING 

The previously circulated planning applications were reviewed the only comment was relating to the Coed Marsarnen application where the Council wished to comment that presumably the hedgerow would be replaced. 
AP Clerk to comment on the application

8. NOTICE OF ELECTION (CO-OPTION)
At this point all members of the public were asked to leave the meeting, as this was being dealt with in closed session.

The Council confirmed that they had seen both the applications and their supporting words. 

The Clerk confirmed that the prospective candidates fulfil the criteria requirements. 

The Chair now asked for nominations for the vacancy.  Cllr Cook proposed that Mr Alun Austin be elected; this was seconded by Cllr Bellin.   Cllr Lewis wished to propose Mr Peter Graham-Woollard.  The Chair therefore called for a vote.  Mr Alun Austin received the majority of votes and therefore the Chair declared Mr Austin as duly elected to the Council. 
AP Clerk to inform the candidates and the VoG Council of the results. 

9. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 12th April 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. Cllr Lewis pointed out that the last sentence of Para 7 should not be there. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis that after that change the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Cook. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
· Formal Complaint to VoG re Western Power Sub Station (7.1)

This was being dealt with by the VoG and a formal response would be received shortly.

Cllr Cook explained that he had spoken to Western Power who had also been sent the Council’s complaint letter.  They were happy to come to any meeting but would not be co-ordinating anything and they were waiting to hear from the VoG Council or Alun Cairns about arranging a meeting.  As far as they were concerned they had done everything they needed to do in terms of consultations and getting permission. 

Cllr Cook also suggested it was worth getting an independent risk assessment report completed on the positioning of the substation, the Council felt at this stage this was not necessary. 

AP Clerk to update Alun Cairns on the response from Western Power and the VoG Council

· Issues with Water pressure (10.4)
The Chair confirmed that at the moment the previously affected residents were happy with the pressure and that this was still being monitored regularly by Welsh Water as promised.
· Withdrawal of health services from the Western Vale (10.6)

Cllr Lewis confirmed that Jane Hutt was talking to the Cardiff and the Vale Health Board as it was felt that the health boards involved had acted without proper consultation. 

· Specification for bridge refurbishment (11.1)

Cllr Lewis had previously circulated a draft specification for the work to the Ty Draw Bridge.  

AP Clerk to obtain quotes and complete grant application form. 
· Car Park Fencing (12.2)

Cllr Lewis confirmed that the fencing in the car park had been repaired but the walls had not been painted. 
11. CLERK’S REPORT

Correspondence – The Clerk had received the following correspondence:-

03/05/16
Email from Cllr Bates with draft on newsletter

02/05/16
Email from Cllr Bates to Alan Horton re Redrow meeting

30/04/16
Email from Paul Griffiths re Internal Audit Report

30/04/16
Email with police report on lamping

29/04/16
Email from OVW re Ombudsman’s Casebook

29/04/16
Email from Cllr Lewis re report to Jane Hutt on Medical services

29/04/16
Email from Cllr Bates re proposal for Ways and Means working party 

28/04/16
Email from OVW re Smarter Energy Future for Wales 

25/04/16
Email from VoG re Model Code of Conduct report 

21/04/16
Email from VoG Customer Complaints officer with acknowledgment of Western Power Substation complaint

20/04/16
Email from Western Power re acknowledgment of Complaint 

19/04/16
Email from office of Alun Cairns MP acknowledging the complaint letter re Western Power Substation

19/04/16
Email from Mr A Austin re expression of interest regarding Casual Vacancy

18/04/16
Email to NRW from Cllr Lewis re impact of new sewage line on protected species

18/04/16
Email from VoG re granting of dispositions to members

18/04/16
Email from OVW re update to Financial Regulations

16/04/16
Email from Cllr Cook re Alun Cairns MP Meeting

14/04/16
Email from OVW re updated model financial regulations

11/04/16
Email re representation on the C&V Community Health Council

11/04/16
Email from VoG re Code of Conduct changes 

Finance

Funds as of 03/05/16 £6,829 (cashbook)

Receipts 

03/05/16 
Precept - £2,334
There were no payments to approve. 

There were no further matters on the Clerks report that had not yet been considered. 

12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
The Chair explained that the Rosemary planted by the War Memorial had been trimmed back to nothing during grass cutting.  Cllr Maclehose had therefore asked if she could purchase some stronger ones at a cost of approx. £10.  This was agreed as acceptable. 
The Chair was also delighted to announce that The Lottery Heritage grant had been approved for the full amount.  After a short discussion on the publicity for this, Cllr Bellin agreed to work with Cllr Maclehose on this. 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday June 14th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  
· The Chair thanked everyone and the meeting was closed at 9.30pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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